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Sondes

Grand Piano (open), large Frame drum with rice

Violin
English Horn, Oboe

Bass Flute, Flute in C, Claves

Alto Saxophone (or Clarinet in A)
Cello (IVth string: scordatura a major third downwards from mes. 61-63).

Percussion :

be

3 Temple Bowls in exact octave, approx.é
(with soft mallets) =
4 Congas (or 2 Bongos, 2 Congas)

large Frame drumwith rice

large Tam-tam

high and medium Cymbals

Marimba (C2 - ¢7)

Score in C:
harmonics are indicated in suono reale.

Duration: 17-18'

Sondes was commissioned by Concerts Sweden (Rikskonserter) for the swedish ensemble Ma.

First performance: 5.9.2009 at Capitol, Stockholm, by ensemble Ma:
Eva Lindal (violin)

Chrichan Larson (cello)

Sara Lindloff (flute)

Kennet Bohman (oboe/eng.horn)

Christer Johnson(saxophone)

Love Derwinger (piano)

Jonny Axelsson (percussion)

Staffan Larson (conductor)

Seating Layout

Grand Piano Percussion

English Horn Saxophone

Bass Flute
Violin Cello

Conductor

* If the acoustic is too dry the flutist can be placed at the front left side.

Comments

Inspiration from the Japanese word Ma (dimension, interval, distance in time and space)
was a natural starting point for the composition of the Ma ensemble.

Sondes thus consists of a network of different tempi, each linked to a specific space-time.
Each instrument follows its own path or line, its own combination of these different spaces,
crossing, merging or overlapping with the other instruments throughout the piece, and can
appear as a “soloist” according to a dramaturgy of roles between the instruments in specific
sections: all in all, a kind of patchwork, organized in advance.

The title Sondes (Sounding lines) was an obvious choice, referring above all to the
exploration of registers, towards nautical depths and airy heights, in lines.

Madeleine Isaksson
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